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THIRD YPRES (PASSCHENDAELE), NOVEMBER 1917 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
The British victory at Messines/Wytschaete Ridge allowed them the “comfort” of another attempt to 
secure a victory in the Ypres sector of the Western Front.  Field-Marshal Haig Douglas Haig hoped to 
break through the German line and liberate Belgium’s North Sea coast.  An ambitious artillery 
preparation in combination with rare heavy summer rains pock-marked the ground, creating a muddy 
“craters of the moon” landscape.  The five-mile advance towards the advantageous ground of 
Passchendaele Ridge was, at best, difficult; it took from 18 Jul to 6 Nov, with massive casualties (300,000 
British, 8,500 French and 250,000 German). 
 
 
CONTENTS 
General Sources....p.1 
Specific Locations....p.3 
Special Aspects....p.3 
Personal Narratives….p.5 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL SOURCES 
 
Brice, Beatrix, compiler.  The Battle Book of Ypres.  NY:  St. Martins, 1988 reprint of 1927 

edition.  273 p.  D542.Y5.B7. 
 
Cave, Nigel.  Passchendaele:  The Fight for the Village.  In the series Battleground Europe.  London: 

Leo Cooper, 1997.  144 p.  D542.Y72.C29. 
 
Coate, Les.  Ypres, 1914-18:  A Study in the History Around Us.  Brighton, England:  1982.  36 p. 

D542.Y5.C62. 
 
Giles, John.  The Ypres Salient.  London:  Leo Cooper, 1970.  229 p.  D542.Y5.G5. 
 
Glover, Michael.  Battlefields of Northern France and the Low Countries.  London:  Guild, 1987. 

240 p.  D25.5.G56. 
 
Holt, Tonie & Valmai.  Major & Mrs. Holt’s Battlefield Guide to Ypres Salient.  London:  Leo Cooper, 

1999.  256 p.  D542.Y5.H65. 
 
Keegan, John.  “The Breaking of Armies.”  MHQ  (Summer 1999):  pp. 30-39.  Per. 



Third Ypres           p.2 
 
Liddell Hart, B.H.  "How Myths Grow--Passchendaele."  Military Affairs  (Winter 1964):  pp. 184-86. 

Per. 
 
McCarthy, Chris.  Passchendaele:  The Day-by-Day Account.  NY:  Sterling, 1995.  158 p.  D542.Y72. 
 
MacDonald, Lyn.  They Called It Passchendaele:  The Story of the Third Battle of Ypres and of the Men 

Who Fought in It.  NY:  Atheneum, 1989 reprint of 1978 ed.  253 p.  D542.Y72.M33. 
 
Marix Evans, Martin.  Over the Top:  Great Battles of the First World War.  London:  Arcturus, 2002. 

240 p.  D521.M382. 
See Chap. 9. 

 
_____.  Passchendaele and the Battles of Ypres, 1914-18.  London:  Osprey, 1997.  111 p.  D542.Y72.E9. 
 
_____.  Passchendaele:  The Hollow Victory.  Barnsley, England:  Pen & Sword, 2005.  194 p. 

D542.Y72.M37. 
 
Military Operations, France and Belgium, 1917.  3 vols.  Nashville, TN:  Battery Press, 1991-1992 

reprint of 1940-1948 ed.  D521.H5734. 
Vol. 2:  7th June-10th November, Messines and Third Ypres (Passchendaele). 

 
Prior, Robin.  Passchendaele:  The Untold Story.  New Haven, CT:  Yale, 1996.  237 p.  D542.Y72.P75. 
 
Reed, Paul.  Walking the Salient:  A Walkers Guide to the Ypres Salient.  London:  Leo Cooper, 1999. 

208 p.  D542.Y5.R44. 
 
Sheldon, Jack.  The German Army at Passchendaele.  South Yorkshire, England:  Pen & Sword Military, 

2007.  336 p.  D542.Y72.S54. 
 
Terraine, John.  “The Military Structure of the First World War.”  Army Quarterly and Defence 

Journal  (Jul 1985):  pp. 277-86.  Per. 
 
_____.  The Road to Passchendaele:  The Flanders Offensive of 1917:  A Study in Inevitability.  London: 

Cooper, 1977.  365 p.  D542.Y72.R47. 
 
Warner, Philip.  Passchendaele: The Tragic Victory of 1917.  NY: Atheneum, 1988 reprint of 1987 

edition.  269 p.  D542.Y72.W37. 
Reprinted as Passchendaele:  The Story Behind the Tragic Victory of 1917  (Ware, 
England:  Wordsworth Editions, 1999; 288 p.  E542.Y72.W37). 

 
Wolff, Leon.  In Flanders Fields:  The 1917 Campaign.  NY:  Viking, 1958.  308 p.  D541.W7. 



Third Ypres           p.3 
 
 
 
 
SPECIFIC LOCATIONS 
 
Cave, Nigel.  Polygon Wood.  In the series Battleground Europe.  Barnsley, England:  Leo Cooper, 1999. 

176 p.  D542.Y6.C383. 
 
Cowley, Robert.  “The Tunnels of Hill 60.”  MHQ  Vol. 1, No. 1:  pp. 66-75.  Per. 
 
_____.  “What Happened at Celtic Wood?”  MHQ  Vol. 4, No. 4: pp. 86-89.  Per. 
 
McGreal, Stephen.  Boesinghe.  South Yorkshire, England:  Pen & Sword Military, 2010.  237 p. 

D542.Y7.M36. 

 
“The Other Side of the Hill No. XIV:  The Fight for Inverness Copse:  22nd-24th of August 1917.” 

Army Quarterly  (Jun 1935):  pp. 297-303.  Per. 
 
“The Other Side of the Hill No. XIV:  The Fight for Zonnebeke, 26th of September 1917.” 

Army Quarterly  (Oct 1934):  pp. 54-62.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL ASPECTS 
 
Bond, R.L.  “The 23rd (Field) Company R.E. in the Great War.”  Royal Engineers Journal 

(Jun 1929):  pp. 201-16.  Per. 
Pt. 5 of a 6-part article; covers the unit in the Passchendaele operation. 

 
Dobbie, W.G.S.  “The Operations of the 1st Division on the Belgian Coast in 1917.”  Royal Engineers 

Journal  (Jun 1924):  pp. 185-204.  Per. 
War Plans for amphibious assault. 

 
Granatstein, J.L.  Hell’s Corner:  An Illustrated History of Canada’s Great War, 1914-1918.  Vancouver, 

BC:  Douglas & McIntyre, 2004.  198 p.  D547.C2.G73. 
See Chap. 6. 

 
Harper, Glyn.  Dark Journey:  Three Key New Zealand Battles of the Western Front.  Auckland, NZ: 

HarperCollins, 2007.  544 p.  D547.A8.H37. 
See first section “Massacre at Passchendaele” 

 
_____.  “Masterpiece or Massacre:  The New Zealand Division and Two Battles of 1917.”  In 1917: 

Tactics, Training and Technology.  Loftus, Australia:   Australian Military History Pubs, 2007.  
pp. 62-70.  D521.A15. 



Third Ypres           p.4 
 
Johnson, J.H.  Stalemate!:  The Great Trench Warfare Battles of 1915-1917.  London:  Arms & 

Armour, 1995.  224 p.  D523.J64. 
See Chap. 6. 

 
Leach, Norman. Passchendaele:  Canada’s Triumph and Tragedy on the Fields of Flanders:  An Illustrated 

History.  Regina, Canada.  Coteau Books, 2008.  47 p.  D542.Y72.L43. 
 
Newark, Timothy.  Where they Fell:  A Walker's Guide to the Battlefields of the World.  Hauppauge, 

NY:  Barron's, 2000.  160 p.  D25.5.N49. 
 
“Organization and Administration of the Tank Corps during the Great War, 1916-1918.” 

Army Quarterly  (Jul 19240:  pp. 295-313.  Per. 
Covers operations on the Somme and at Third Ypres. 

 
Prior, Robin. “The British High Command at Passchendaele.”  In 1917:  Tactics, Training and 

Technology.  Loftus, Australia:   Australian Military History Pubs, 2007.  pp. 125-36.  D521.A15. 
 
Rarey, George H.  “The Tank in the World War.”  Infantry Journal  (Nov 1926):  pp. 532-40.  Per. 

Pt. 2 of a 2-part article; British tanks. 
 
Robinson, Phillip D.  The Underground War.  Barnsley, England:  Pen & Sword Military, 2011. 

E544.R63. 
See Vol. 3, Ypres. 

 
Tathem, H.  “Tunneling in the Sand Dunes of the Belgian Coast.”  Royal Engineers Journal  (Dec 1925): 

pp. 603-13.  Per. 
Tunneling & mines in the Nieuport area. 

 
Todman, Dan.  “Third Ypres:  Fact and Fiction.”  In 1917:  Tactics, Training and Technology…, 

cited above.  pp. 179-202.  D521.A15. 
 
Wiest, Andrew A.  Haig:  The Evolution of a Commander.  Wash, DC:  Potomac Books, 2005.  137 p. 

DA69.3.H3.W54. 
 
_____.  Passchendaele and the Royal Navy.  Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1995.  193 p.  D542.Y72.W54. 
 
Wynne, G.C.  “The Development of the German Defensive Battle in 1917 and Its Influence on British 

Defensive Tactics.”  Army Quarterly  (Jul 1937):  pp. 248-66.  Per. 
Covers operations on the Somme and at Third Ypres. 



Third Ypres           p.5 
 
 
 
 
PERSONAL NARRATIVES 
 
Essame, H.  "Second Lieutenants, Unless Otherwise Stated."  Military Review  (May 1964):  pp. 86-97. 

Per. 
Personal account of Passchendaele operations. 

 
Gibbs, Philip H.  From Bapaume to Passchendaele 1917.  Toronto:  William Briggs, 1918.  384 p. 

D544.G5. 
 
Rutherford, Tom.  “The Battle of Passchendaele:  The Experiences of Lieutenant…, 4th Battalion, 

Canadian Mounted Rifles.”  Canadian Military History  (Autumn 2004):  pp. 62-80.  Per. 
 
Von Ardenne, _____.  “At the Front in Flanders.”  Infantry Journal  (Feb 1918):  pp. 613-16.  Per. 

German account. 
 
Williamson, Walter.  A Tommy at Ypres:  Walter’s war:  The Diary and Letters of….  [Edited by Doreen 

Priddey]  Stroud, England:  Amberley, 2011.  351 p.  D542.Y72.W55. 
 


